
PCRG Then and Now 

     The past year has been a busy one 
and marks an authentic milestone for 
PCRG. Papers for the incorporation of 
PaleoCultural Research Group were 
filed with the State of Arizona in No-
vember of 1996 – over ten years ago. 
The 2006 Organization Report is our 
9th annual report to the membership 
(reports for 1997 and 1998 were com-
bined). The past decade has seen 
steady growth and many substantive 
accomplishments, reflected in part by 
the list of PCRG Research Contri-
butions included in this report. 
     PCRG initially began opera-
tions in a converted garage on 
West Aspen in Flagstaff. In 1998, 
the office moved to a pair of small 
rooms at the Flagstaff Junior 
Academy and later in the same 
year to rented office and lab space 
on Humphreys Street. In July 
2001, PCRG moved into custom-
ized office, lab and storage facili-
ties on San Francisco Street in old 
downtown Flagstaff. By the time 
you receive this annual report the 
San Francisco office will be closed. 
Our mailing address remains the same, 
P.O. Box EE, Flagstaff, Arizona 
86002, and communications may be 
sent there or to <pcrg@infomagic.net>. 
Our new phone number is (701) 426-
0334. Until a new office is established, 
operations are based at the home office 
of our new President, Kimberly Spurr. 
Membership records, fiscal records, 
and other formal documents and re-
cords of the organization remain on file 
in Flagstaff, in accordance with State 
and Federal laws. 
     For many of us the last year was 
dominated by the serious illness of  our 
close friend and colleague, Stan Ahler. 
Stan’s death on February 3, 2007, pro-
foundly affected us all. Stan was one of 

the co-founders of PCRG and by any 
measure the heart, soul and one of the 
driving forces of our organization. We 
have not included a formal obituary 
here but you may wish to consult the 
March 2007 Newsletter of the South 
Dakota Archaeological Society 
(Volume 37) where PCRG members 
Carl Falk and Marvin Kay  offer a per-
sonal reflection and select  bibliogra-
phy of many of Stan's publications, 
particularly those pertinent to the Da-
kotas. Obituaries are also found in the 
Spring 2007 Arizona Archaeological 
Council Newsletter (Vol. 30, No. 

4) and in forthcoming issues of the 
Missouri Archaeological Society Quar-
terly and Plains Anthropologist. 
     PCRG limited field research to two 
major and one small projects in 2006, 
allowing us to wrap up several reports 
and continue analysis of other collec-
tions. Fieldwork began with a whirl-
wind excavation at Larson Village, 
supported by funding from the State 
Historical Society of North Dakota 
(SHSND). The information from Lar-
son Village, along with that from other 
PCRG village projects, will be incorpo-
rated into project director Mark 
Mitchell’s Ph.D. dissertation at the 
University of Colorado. Field activities 
then moved to Beacon Island, on the 
north shore of Lake Sakakawea, where 

we were able to complete a program of 
remote sensing as well as nearly two 
months of excavation at this important 
but endangered site. Mid-summer 
found PCRG staff at the Hudson-Meng 
site in Nebraska for a brief stint work-
ing with collections from past years. 
Each of these projects is discussed in 
more detail in the following pages. 
     As in past years, lab operations dur-
ing 2006 were supported by students 
from Northern Arizona University. The 
spring 2006 lab personnel consisted of 
Jeff Burns, Austin Candela, Tracey 
Ellefson, and Michelle Qualls. This 

past fall the artifacts from Larson 
Village were processed by Tracey 
and Michelle, along with Matt 
Curry, Mike Goldman, Raynie 
Gordon, Mike Petrillo, and Ted 
Roberts. Stacey Madden, PCRG 
Lab Director for the past two 
years, ensured that work pro-
gressed quickly and smoothly. 
Stacey spent the summer as a cru-
cial part of the field crews. Delia 
Moder continues to provide indis-
pensable administrative support 
for the organization with calm 

efficiency and perseverance. 
     Although not offering fieldwork to 
members this summer, we are actively  
pursuing opportunities for field and 
l a b o r a t o r y  r e s e a r c h  i n  
the coming months. We strongly en-
courage your participation and input;  
your ideas and active support are criti-
cal as we move forward during  
this period of transition. We each 
mourn Stan’s passing but feel the  
best way to honor his legacy is through 
the continuation and expansion  
of the research and educational pro-
grams that defined PCRG during this  
first decade. 
 
Kimberly Spurr, President/Treasurer 
Mark D. Mitchell, Vice-President 
Carl R. Falk, Secretary 
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The idyllic view from Beacon Island 



Beacon Island 
 
     PCRG returned to Beacon Island, North Dakota,  for 
two full months of work in the summer of 2006.  We 
started with exploration of Area A, the Agate Basin com-
ponent,  by means of  magnetometer and ground penetrat-
ing radar (GPR) surveys. The remote sensing phase was 
immediately followed by four excavation sessions involv-
ing many PCRG members and new volunteers and staff. 
Excavation was supported by a Save America’s Treasures 
grant from the National Park Service awarded to the 
SHSND in a recognition of the national significance of 
the site. The grant was the result of much effort by Stan 
Ahler and Fern Swenson, Additional funding came from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District. 
     In early June, Kim Spurr and George Crawford arrived 
to prepare the site, but found the vegetation had increased 
dramatically since 2002. After several days with mower 
and weed-whacker, we were finally able to locate previ-
ous test units. John Vicha joined us after working at Lar-
son Village and helped dig out the old test units. Bob and 
Kay Nickel soon 
arrived to under-
take the geophysi-
cal survey. The 
goal of the magne-
tometer survey 
was to identify 
hearths, and ulti-
mately, a campsite 
related to process-

ing of the bison 
represented in 
the bonebed. The 
GPR survey 
aimed to test 
whether the sub-
surface bone de-
posit could be 

accurately defined 
without extensive 
hand excavation.  
     Unfortunately, 
although the re-
mote sensing data 
showed several 
interesting spatial 
patterns,  most 
appeared to result 
from natural topog-

raphy of the kettle basin, beach ridges related to lake in-
undation, and underlying glacial till, rather than cultural 
activity. The magnetic survey covered 3,600 m2, mainly 
to the west and south of the known bone deposits, but did 
not locate hearths. Two GPR systems (250 and 400 MHz) 
were used to investigate the known and projected extent 
of the bonebed within a 1050 m2 area. The GPR survey 
revealed an oval or circular anomaly roughly in the center 
of the grid, most likely a reflection of the natural kettle 
basin containing the bonebed.  
       Both magnetic and GPR surveys have been used suc-
cessfully at a number of village sites on the northern 
Great Plains and the methods clearly have utility for lo-
cating structures and substantial fire pits. The types of 
features likely to exist at Beacon Island, however, are 
much less substantial. The nomadic lifestyle of the Pa-
leoindian people precluded construction of permanent 
dwellings or large storage features. Although thermal fea-
tures would certainly have been necessary for food proc-
essing and warmth, these would likely have been rela-
tively informal hearths, used for a short period of time, 
built on the ground surface or in very shallow depres-
sions. Such features would not be expected to preserve 
well over thousands of years, and may have been scat-
tered soon after the camp was abandoned, making them 
difficult to identify. It is also possible that campsites asso-
ciated with the bone processing area are located beyond 
the surveyed area.  
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 Vegetation at the Beacon Island site;  
 before, during, and after mowing  

Results of the GPR survey at Beacon Island, showing an oval 
pattern  in the kettle basin and the beach ridge to the south 



     Toward the end of the remote sensing project, addi-
tional people arrived to prepare for the main excavation, 
spending several days on additional vegetation clearing, 
building waterscreen facilities, digging out test units from 

2002, and preparing field 
camp for the incoming crew 
of 20 people. After a single 
day off to regroup, full-scale 
excavation for the Beacon 
Island began on June 26 and 
continued through August 15.  
     Excavation was supervised 
by Fred Sellet, Beacon Island 
Project Director, and Stance 
Hurst, Assistant Field Super-
visor, with much assistance 
from PCRG’s George Craw-
ford and Stacey Madden. The 
four sessions involved people 

with varying levels of experience, ranging from PCRG 
veterans to new volunteers with no previous experience. 
A group of students and faculty came from nearby Minot 

State University, two students came from France, and one 
new volunteer, Christine Kossel, came all the way from 
Germany and stayed for the entire excavation phase. Per-
sonnel from the SHSND included Tim Reed for all four 
sessions and Fern Swenson and Paul Picha for one ses-
sion. 
     The four excavation sessions resulted in 80 m2 opened 
in the bonebed, mainly in a contiguous block in the area 
with the greatest bison bone density. This shallowly-
buried area is also most susceptible to the destructive ef-
fects of lake level fluctuations. During the 2006 excava-
tions, 3118 catalog numbers were allotted; the majority  
were assigned to bison bone, but also to 17 Agate Basin 
projectile points and point fragments. 

     During the successful summer program in 2006, we 
regained momentum on investigating the significant Pa-
leoindian deposits at Beacon Island. With support from 
the Save America’s Treasures grant and the State Histori-

cal Society of North Dakota, we are 
hopeful that additional analysis and, 
eventually, excavation can take place. 
The next phase of research will likely 
involve sorting, analyzing, and report-
ing of the collections and data from the 
September 2002 fieldwork, intensive 
study of the bison remains from all 
phases of work, and integration of the 
2002 results with those from 2006. We 
remain optimistic that further study will 
offer new and important information on 
one of the few known Agate Basin sites 
in the region. 
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Christine Kossel enjoys 
her American experience 

Part the crew from Minot State University tackles the Beacon Island bone deposit 

George Crawford, Tim Reed, and Bob Gardner excavating 
at Beacon Island 

View at sunset across Little 
Knife Bay toward Beacon Is-
land from the field camp 



Larson Village 
 

From the beginning, PCRG has been committed 
to original field and laboratory research on the village 
cultures of the Great Plains. Over the last decade PCRG 
staff and members have investigated seven major sites 
located along the Missouri River in North Dakota and 
northern South Dakota, including Scattered (1998), Dou-
ble Ditch (2001-2004), Ft. Clark (2000-2001), Jones 
(1997-1998), Huff (1999), Menoken (1998-1999, 
2005), and Boley (2005) villages. During the summer 
of 2006, we continued this work at Larson Village, 
one of about six traditional Mandan communities 
occupied during the 1600s and 1700s. Like last 
year’s effort at Boley, our research at Larson has 
been supported by the generous volunteer efforts of 
PCRG members and by a Federal Historic Preserva-
tion Matching Grant to PCRG, administered by the 
State Historical Society of North Dakota. We are 
grateful to the site’s private landowner for granting 
us permission to conduct this work. 

Our work at Larson in 2006 was set against 
the backdrop of recent investigations at Double Ditch 
Village, located less than three miles to the south. 
Superficially, the villages are similar. Both commu-
nities are surrounded by prominent earthen mounds 
reaching two meters high. Both contain large, circu-

lar open areas that may have served as public gathering 
places. Both include a “central core,” encircled by an ob-
vious fortification ditch. Geophysical surveys and test 
excavations have shown that Double Ditch was defended 
by a succession of four concentric fortifications, each 
smaller than its predecessor. The smallest and most recent 
is clearly evident on the ground surface today, but the two 

earliest ditches, built in the late 1400s or early 1500s and 
located at the edge of the site just beyond the high pe-
rimeter mounds, were concealed by later village activi-
ties. Going into the 2006 fieldwork we wanted to know if 
Larson was as old as Double Ditch, if it contained hidden 
fortification ditches, and if it, too, had contracted over 
time. 

Like many recent PCRG projects, the 2006 field-
work combined geophysical surveys with targeted test 
excavations. This approach has proved to be both fruitful 

and efficient. By the second day of the project, Ken 
and JoAnn Kvamme’s remote sensing surveys had 
already revealed two previously unknown, concen-
tric fortification ditches on the edge of the village, 
along with numerous storage pits, hearths, and 
other features. As at Double Ditch, the outermost 
ditch contained regularly spaced bastions. 

 Our “well-seasoned” excavation crew then 
excavated six test units, including two across the 
outer fortifications and four over trash-filled cache 
pits and other features. Placement of each of these 
units was guided by remote sensing maps and by 
hand coring. Amazingly, the crew, which consisted 
of the archaeological staff of the Society (Fern 
Swenson, Paul Picha, Tim Reed, and Kelly Heil-
man), and PCRG staff and members (project direc-
tor Mark Mitchell, field assistant Stacey Madden, 
volunteers Bob Gardner, Carl Falk, Craig and 
Alicia Johnson, John Moret, Betsy and Ed Maix-

ner, Richard and Michael Krause, Janet Griffitts, John 
Vicha, and Laurinda Porter), excavated and water-
screened 14.3 cubic meters of fill in just six days! 

Initial analyses of the data collected during the 
field investigation indicate that Larson may be as old as 
Double Ditch. It also seems clear that Larson decreased in 
size over time, from more than 3 hectares (7.5 acres) in 

View across the plaza toward the Larson Village core and mounds 

   JoAnn and Ken Kvamme search for buried ditches, pits, and houses 
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the early 1500s to less than 1 hectare 
(2.5 acres) by the late 1700s. Like those 
at Double Ditch and at nearby Huff Vil-
lage, the plaza at Larson appears to con-
tain no features, indicating that it was 
maintained as an open space throughout 
the occupation of the settlement. 

However, in other respects Lar-
son and Double Ditch are markedly dif-
ferent. One of the most striking con-
trasts has to do with the way cultural 
materials were deposited in the center 
of each village. At Double Ditch, vil-
lage residents periodically removed ac-
cumulated cultural materials, depositing 
them in the village’s large perimeter 
mounds. As a result, the village core--
the portion of the site occupied for the 
longest period--is nearly devoid of thick 
midden deposits. By contrast, the vil-
lage core at Larson contains accumulated cultural depos-
its nearly 3 meters thick. 

Another distinctive feature of Double Ditch is the 
degree of mixing and homogenization of cultural deposits 
on the margins of the village. There, cultural features and 
soil horizons have been obliterated to a depth of about 70 
or 80 cm. The process or processes responsible for this 
obliteration are not known with certainty, but it likely 
resulted from a combination of garden cultivation and 
other activities. 

At Larson, a similar “zone of obliteration” is ab-
sent. The northern edge of the site was plowed at some 
time in the past, but stratified midden deposits are present 
just below the plow zone. Our excavations also revealed 
the presence of post molds and a variety of other small 
features, indicating that intact lodge floors may be present 
immediately inside the outer ditches. If so, Larson may be 
an ideal location for investigating the architectural transi-
tion from long-rectangular to circular earthlodges that 

likely took place at 
that time. 

P C R G ’ s 
work at Larson in 
2006 adds to the 
growing body of 
knowledge about 
the archaeology of 
the Heart River re-
gion. Along with 
the results of previ-
ous projects, it 
promises to shed 
new light on the 
history of this im-
portant but little 
studied 
region. 

     Efficiency in all tasks was the motto of the Larson Village excavation crew 

John Moret explores the fortification ditch at Larson Village 

Paul Picha 
screening 

   Waterscreening operations for Larson Village excavation 
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     This was my third full year waterscreening. I have 
definitely found my niche there. This year I teamed up 
with Stacey Madden, Michael Krause, Paul Picha, Kelly 
Heilman, and others. I enjoyed processing large amounts 
of dirt and the sense of accomplishment this gave. I feel 
that my efforts were genuinely appreciated and made a 

real difference for the pro-
ject by freeing up others to 
do other work. Camarade-
rie among the water screen 
crew was really fun; our 
conversations ranged from 
the business at hand to a 
variety of other topics. I 
really like being involved 
in physical activities out-
side and my work at Lar-
son fulfilled this desire. 
The Great Plains of North 
Dakota with all the wind, 
sun, and wide-open spaces 
provided a great backdrop 
for my work at Larson.  

 

     I worked with Richard Krause and John Moret on one 
of the previously unidentified fortification ditches found 
at the site by the geophysical survey and confirmed by 
soil probing. Our task was daunting since we had less 
than a week to excavate a trench 2.5 meters long and 1 
meter wide down almost 2 meters deep. Luckily, I was 
paired with Dick, who has not lost his ability to move 
large quantities of dirt since his earlier work along the 
Missouri River in the 1960s. Although we both had been 
on a number of PCRG excavations, this was the first time 
we actually dug together. To pass the time, conversation 
led to our past activities. Dick has had a rich and varied 
life, ranging from a college football player, which proba-
bly explains his ability to endure the rigors of the field, to 
archaeological work in many parts of the world. I also 
enjoyed my discussions with him concerning the ditch 
we excavated, particularly trying to find the ditch edges.  
I spent an additional week later in the summer at Beacon 
Island. This was a new experience for me after working 
on Plains Village sites. The memorable things about  this 

work were discovery of 
a complete point, get-
ting a different perspec-
tive on life from stu-
dents from France and 
Germany, and renewing 
my relationship with 
my old dig-buddy John 
Craig.    

     Last summer I 
worked on the Larson 
project digging the for-
tification ditch with 
Fern Swenson. When that was completed, I went up to 
New Town to do some set-up work at Beacon Island, 
mostly removing the fill from previously dug grids in the 
area of the bone beds. I continue to work two days a week 
at the Field Museum in Chicago. I put together a manual 
on the artifacts in the Pawnee Earth Lodge. We have do-
cents with various levels of knowledge on Plains Village 
Culture and have been getting some creative descriptions 
of what the various items in the lodge were used for and 
made of, so I created a powerpoint and hard copy for ref-
erence and training new docents. I saw PCRG member 
Dennis Peebles this summer when he came to visit the 
Tut exhibit. In spring of 2007 we opened a new perma-
nent exhibit, “Ancient America” that focuses on pre-
Columbian culture. The Field Museum made its early 
reputation on its Native American collection, dinosaurs 
and biology, but the pre-Columbian section has been out 
of commis-
sion for some 
time. We  
trained do-
cents for the 
reopening and 
it looks to 
have been 
well done, so 
if you are in 
the area after 
March 2007, 
it would be 
worth your 
time. Best to 
all of you. 
 

  Alicia Johnson wielding the  
  waterscreen hose 

Craig Johnson drawing a profile 
of the ditch wall at Larson 
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George Crawford and John Vicha digging 
out old test units at Beacon Island. 

Once again, two members of the Johnson family par-
ticipated in PCRG summer fieldwork! Both contributed 
to the short but productive effort at Larson Village, 
where Alicia reports:  

John Vicha also vol-
unteered time at both 
Larson Village and 
Beacon Island, and 
sent in this report:  

Craig was crucial to the success of the Larson work and 
also lent a hand at the Beacon Island excavations: 



Tenting on the Plains — 
A Return to Beacon Island 
 
    Joining a summer-long dig for the final session has to 
be the best. Most of the procedural and technical bugs 
have been worked out by then and the dirt can really fly. 
Such was my experience for my return to Beacon Island 
in August of 2006. 
     Working alongside a few old friends from past pro-
jects and meeting many new folks were definite project 
highlights in this unique part of the high Plains. I am al-
ways struck by the surrounding vista at Beacon Island. In 
many ways the distant landscape remains little changed 
from the time of the bison kill we excavate. And holding 
a stone tool in my hand from 10,300+ years ago still 
raises the fur on my neck. Did Lewis and Clark climb this 
hillock with telescope in hand to have a look-see up and 
down the Missouri? 

     With the river at near 
record low level our crew 
was able to drive to and 
from the site daily, a very 
welcome change from 

2002 when we had to ferry all personnel and gear in my 
old Boston Whaler (I still have it though, just in case). A 
procedural improvement was photographing the unit lev-
els with artifacts pedestaled. With a print made on-site, 
the piece plotting was drawn directly onto the color 
photo, eliminating the painstakingly slow (and often not 
very accurate) 
hand-drawn 
maps. 
     All in all it 
was a great dig 
and I hope we 
all get back 
there soon. 
The only sad 
note was that 
Stan could not 
be with us. 
—John Craig 
 
 
 

Organization Report for 2006           Page 7 

Rin Porter in her deep unit 

     I am grateful to have had the chance to participate in the digs at Larson Village 
and Beacon Island. The North Dakota temperatures were incredibly hot, but we en-
dured. There were great people involved at both digs and it was a lot of fun to get to 
know the other volunteers. I also appreciated the opportunity to watch and listen to 
the professional archeologists at work, including Fern Swenson, Mark Mitchell, Carl 
Falk, Paul Picha, and Fred Sellet. The volume of artifacts found was amazing. The 
bad part was the 10 weeks of physical therapy I had to go through to fix back prob-
lems when I got home in August! Although I won’t be able to do much actual dig-
ging in the future, I hope to be able to help out by cooking, helping with field notes, 
and other work that doesn’t require bending and lifting. The volunteer opportunities 
offered by PCRG provide great experiences and lasting memories.                                                

—Rin Porter 

John Craig enjoying Beacon Island 

Minot State University at Beacon Island 
 
     Our group of faculty and students from Minot State University discovered the Beacon Island excavation project 
through communications with Mike Fosha (Assistant State Archaeologist) and the South Dakota Archaeological 
Association. Several of our group had participated in excavations in South Dakota in the past and were excited to 
find a dig in North Dakota that wanted volunteers. 
     After arriving on site for the first session, we realized how important the pre-dig training provided by myself 
and Christine Campbell had been. Volunteers were expected to begin almost immediately, with any training that 
was provided, covered during the task. The largest weakness for our volunteers was the total station mapping; 
none of us had worked with the hardware before and training was limited. Communication on site was usually 
smooth and the volunteers and professional archaeologists coordinated well, although occasional differing views 
concerning procedures for excavating, measuring, and collecting artifacts caused much discussion. Some of our 
volunteers wished for more end-of-day recap meetings, as they were accustomed to from other digs, but the over-
all communication and organization improved as the excavation progressed. 

—Mark Timbrook, Minot State University 



Two Projects for the Price of One 
 
 In June, I flew from San Francisco to Rapid City, 
where I stayed with Gerard Baker (Mandan-Hidatsa, Su-
perintendent of Mount Rushmore National Monument) 
and climbed Mount Rushmore. Gerard and his brother 
Paige (Superintendent of Badlands National Monument) 
traveled to New England, North Dakota, where we had a 
great meal cooked by my Thai sister-in-law and picked up 
my van. 
 Traveling to Bismarck, I once again joined a 
great group of archaeologists who were enjoying the 
warm hospitality of the Paul Andahl's in preparation for 
excavations at the Larson Site. I was delighted to renew 
old friendships, marred only by the absence of Stan. Fern 
Swensen, Paul Picha and the group at SHSND had done a 
great job preparing for our arrival and we were ready for 
a fast start on the following morning. As in the past, we 
had the tremendous opportunity to base our excavations 
on the remote sensing work of Ken and JoAnn Kvamme. 
I was given a cache pit to excavate, and, as in previous 
field seasons, the Kvamme's work centered me both di-
rections on the pit. Recalling the trial and error method of 
the past, to me this new approach made our one week of 
excavation worth four weeks or more using the old “poke 
and hope” method of the metal probes alone. 
 With such an experienced crew, little time was 
lost in instructing or explaining, and it made for a very 
enjoyable dig with a lot of dirt moved, great discoveries 
made and minimal impact on the site.  There were a cou-
ple of newbies on the site, and Carl Falk took my friend 
Ed Maixner under wing, while I worked with Ed's wife 
Betsy. My pit had some great stratigraphy and some very 
interesting artifacts, yet I was most impressed by the 
amount of dirt moved by Dick Krause, Craig Johnson, 
John Moret, and other folks in the fortification ditches. 
Mark Mitchell did his usual great job of herding this un-

ruly group of ar-
chaeo-cats. 
 Fol lowing 
the week’s work at 
Larson, I made the 
journey to Beacon 
Island where the 
camp site was quite 
idyllic. Some of the 
members of PCRG 
(Kim Spurr, Stacey 
M a d d e n ,  a n d 
George Crawford) 
were already there 
and they were 
joined by Tim Reed 

of SHSND, and Dick 

Krause and myself 
from PCRG. A ro-
tating crew from 
various locales in-
cluded Christine 
Kossel from Ger-
many. Due to the 
extreme fragility of 
the bison bone, a 
complete change of 
excavation strategy 
was called for. 
Work went painfully 
slow, and the heat 
was oppressive at 
best. One of the in-
novations which I 
really liked was the 
taking of photo-

graphs in lieu of drawing the bones. We printed the pho-
tographs on site and labeled them on the photographs be-
fore pulling bone or artifacts. This allowed for much 
greater accuracy in mapping the bonebed, which was in-
credibly complex. 
 A larger number of volunteers were on this site, 
and although they provided diversion by their antics and 
e n t h u s i a s m , 
they did require 
more time to 
instruct and 
monitor. The 
heat and being 
so near the wa-
ter had a 
marked effect 
on our work, 
and I found that 
near the end of 
the day, I had to 
check and re-
check my fig-
ures, as com-
mon errors 
crept in exponentially. I would like to be the fly on the 
wall in the lab and to hear the technicians swear “What 
the heck did Bob mean here?” (my apologies). Needless 
to say, the beer garden was a welcome sight when we re-
turned to camp and were able to rehydrate.  
 Evenings were pleasantly spent and activities in-
cluded the completion of Stacey’s song, which will not be 
sung in public again if she completes installments on her 
bribe. Some evenings were spent at the golf course man-
aged by Pete Hale, a cousin of Gerard's, where he gave 
instruction on the driving range to some of us neophytes. 

Bob and friends on top of Mount Rushmore 
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 Ed Maixner and Carl Falk measure 
 their unit progress at Larson Vil-

Dick Krause takes a break at Beacon Island 



The Hale family also 
supplied us with Buf-
falo sausage, gave us 
a tour of the buffalo 
in the tribe's pasture, 
and  invited us to the 
Mandaree Pow-
Wow. 
 After the end 
of the second ses-
sion, a number of us 
traveled to Killdeer 
where we visited 
Allan and Gail 
Lynch at the Lynch 
Knife River Flint 
Quarries and other 
sites, and the after-
noon ended with a 
great meal at the 
Buckskin Cafe in 
Killdeer.  
 The Beacon 
Island dig was truly 
spectacular in terms 

of the number of artifacts recovered and the large, yet 
undetermined number of bison accurately mapped. The 
story of how the kill happened is still much of a mystery. 
I learned a lot from Fred Sellet, lead archaeologist, and 
from Stance Hurst, who was second in command and who 
did the on-site bone identi-
fication, and I extend my 
thanks to them. If you have 
the chance, I would highly 
recommend working on the 
Beacon Island site.  
 In general, it was 
another great summer of 
having my “life in ruins”, 
and it was with reluctance 
that I headed back to Cali-
fornia and teaching at St. 
Mary's College of Califor-
nia. 

—Bob Gardner 
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 Work at the Beacon Island bison kill site was resumed in 2006 with as many exciting variables as usual. 
Our arrival was greeted with news that the site was cut off from land due to an unexpected high runoff. Fortu-
nately, this proved to be false and we were able to cut a trail to the site. As always, work on the Great Plains was 
defined by the weather. From frosty mornings in mid-June, the days quickly turned to scorching 106-degree heat 
in July and August, with inevitable winds and occasional cyclones. 
 The field crew included many new and experienced faces working alongside a core contingent of PCRG 
veterans. After we relocated our previous excavations and cleared the massive amounts of vegetation, fieldwork 
kicked off with a program of remote sensing directed by Bob Nickel. As excavation progressed, a large area of the 
northeastern bone bed was opened, connecting the excavation units from May and September 2002. These units 
yielded thousands more bone fragments just beneath the surface. 
A large number of Agate Basin points and other tools were re-
covered in and around the bison remains.  
 As the summer wore on, a large north-south trench was 
excavated near the center of the kettle basin where the strata are 
less compressed, to better understand the stratigraphy and pre-
historic activity at the site. This left us with two long exposures 
across the basin from edge to center to continue collection of 
geomorphic data. Analysis of the data and artifacts collected 
over the summer will further our knowledge about humans liv-
ing on the Plains at the end of the last Ice Age. 
 I am indebted to Stan for involving me in his projects in 
many capacities over several years. I was fortunate to spend 
some time working on the Beacon Island 2002 data in Flagstaff 
last fall when Stan was feeling better than he had in a long time. 
He was a great man of science and taught me the way that ar-
chaeology should really be done. For this, I am forever grateful. 

—George Crawford 

Christine Kossel and Stacey Madden 
working (?) at Beacon Island  

Stance Hurst manning the 
camera at Beacon Island 



Hudson-Meng Bison Kill Site 
 
 PCRG staff and members continue to support 
excavation and analysis of materials from this important 
Paleoindian site in western Nebraska. During 2006, 
PCRG staff and Forest Service volunteers took part in 
artifact processing, and two PCRG volunteers joined new 
excavations organized by Dr. Mark Muñiz of St. Cloud 
State University. Dr. Muñiz sent this report on last sum-
mer’s work: 
 
Hudson-Meng Excavations 
 
 In 2006, Dr. Mark Muñiz directed a crew consist-
ing of University of Colorado field school students, vol-
unteers from PCRG (Dennis Peebles and Elaine Smith), 
the Nebraska Archaeological Society, and the South Da-
kota Archaeological Society. 
The most exciting discovery 
made during the 2006 field 
season was an Eden point as-
sociated with what appears to 
be a hearth, located above the 
main bison bonebed. The Eden 
point is a diagnostic indicator 
of a brand new cultural com-
ponent at Hudson-Meng and 
provides a key piece of evi-
dence to help us better under-
stand the site and to correlate 
previous sets of observations 
made during the 1970s and 
1990s. 
 Excavation at the South Block and Enclosure 
Trench in 2006 continued work that Mark Mitchell and 
Stacey Madden (PCRG) had begun the previous year. 
Excavation at the South Block confirmed that the 
upper layers of the site contain prehistoric artifacts 
and modern debris that is mixed and heavily bio-
turbated. Unfortunately, time ran out before we 
were able to reach the deeply buried prehistoric 
deposits identified there in 2005. Work at the En-
closure Trench was much more productive as three 
stratified cultural deposits were identified. The up-
permost is about 4 cm thick and consists of small 
lithic flakes and bone fragments, and is estimated 
to be either Late Paleoindian or Early Archaic in 
age. The middle component contained the Eden 
point base that was recovered in situ and in asso-
ciation with charcoal staining and flecking that 
may be a hearth. The Eden component includes 
numerous small pressure flakes and bone fragments 
and is also about 4 cm thick. The third and deepest 

component represents the main bison bonebed that is as-
sociated with an Alberta occupation to the north and was 
the main focus of excavations during the 1970s and 
1990s. This component is a much thicker stratum than the 
two overlying ones due to the nature of the bonebed de-
posit. In addition to identifying the three distinct cultural 
components, we documented and sampled the well-
developed paleosol that contains them.  This paleosol (or 
series of welded paleosols) was recognized in the 1970s 
and 1990s but the relationship of the two components 
(Eden and Alberta) contained within it and the third (Late 
Paleoindian-Early Archaic) situated at the top of it had 
not been clearly articulated. 
 Independent of the 2006 archaeological research, 
geologists from Chadron State College identified a paleo-
sol buried 5.14 m below the modern ground surface, lo-
cated on the west slope of the spring drainage 190 m 
south of the enclosure building. This paleosol has charac-

teristics that are consistent with 
those observed near the bone-
bed farther to the north and 
may represent an intact south-
ward extension of the Paleoin-
dian surface(s). 
 During the 2007 field 
season we will return to the 
Enclosure Trench units to con-
tinue excavating the Eden com-
ponent and the southern margin 
of the main bison bonebed lo-
cated below it. In addition, we 
will continue to explore the 
strata beneath the main bone-
bed for the possibility of pre-

Alberta Paleoindian components. We are also planning to 
re-open the North Block units initially excavated by 

PCRG and CU in 
2005 in order to 
excavate a paleosol 
that was identified 
from a soil probe 
but has not yet been 
explored. Finally, 
we will open several 
test units to the 
south of the Enclo-
sure Trench to 
evaluate the nature 
of the deeply buried 
paleosol that may 
contain a southward 
extension of the Al-
berta and/or Eden 
components. 
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Articulated bison skeleton at the Hudson-
Meng site (photo by Larry Todd) 

    The dense bison bonebed at the Hudson-Meng site  
    (photo by Larry Todd) 



 
 
Hudson-Meng Artifact Sorting Project 
 
     In 2005, the US Forest Service organized a program 
during which several Passport In Time (PIT) volunteers 

sorted a subset of 
waterscreen sam-
ples collected from 
excavations during 
the 1990s. Based 
on the positive re-
sults from this trial 
project, the Forest 
Service proposed 
continuing the 
work on a larger 
scale. Small groups 
of PIT volunteers 
were mustered for 
two 5-day sessions 
in 2006. Sta-
cey Madden, 
a PCRG 
staff arche-
ologist who 
took part in 
excavations 
at the site in 
2005, ar-

rived in late July to train the volunteers and super-
vise the sorting work. The first sorting session was 
successful and moved rapidly through 91 water-
screen samples.  
     On July 28, the last day of the first session, 
smoke from a lightning-caused fire could be seen 
southwest of the site. Over the next two days, the 

smoke intensified but nearly all Forest Service fire per-
sonnel were focused on containing a second large fire 
threatening the town of Chadron. On July 30, while re-
turning from a supply trip to nearby Crawford, Stacey 
was met by second-session PIT volunteers who were 
evacuating the site, per orders from the Forest Service. 
Stacey spent a hurried afternoon collecting irreplaceable 
site records and packing up the remaining waterscreen 
samples and equipment as best she could. Returning to 
Chadron, she learned of the Forest Service’s decision to 
cancel the second sorting session due to the potential dan-
ger of the fire situation.  
     Thus ended the 2006 PCRG/PIT program focused on 
sorting waterscreen samples from the Hudson-Meng site. 
Stacey returned to North Dakota to continue her work at 
the Beacon Island site. Thankfully, the fires in Nebraska 
were halted on the outskirts of Chadron, and also missed 
the Hudson-Meng site. 
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    In June, I volunteered at Hudson-Meng Bison Kill Site in Nebraska un-
der the direction of Dr.Mark Muñiz. First, I worked in the U75 units hop-
ing to reach the Paleoindian deposits. Later, I dug in the N80-13 unit in an 
attempt to reach the paleosol. In both cases, I missed the goal. Though I 
screened a lot of soil and mapped several krotovina areas, I found nothing 
significant, no exciting “goodies”—though now I know I've been spoiled 
due to two seasons of excavation at the Gault site in Texas and a stint at 
Double Ditch Village.  
 
    I left Hudson-Meng knowing that there was hope for those units to be 
productive and likely future work would provide more Paleoindian evi-
dence. I also left feeling enriched because I had a great team experience 
with a fine group of people. In the Syracuse, New York, area I continue to 
share information gleaned from my PCRG participation. This fall I have 
spoken to a local history group and in classrooms.  

—Elaine Smith 

                                 Elaine Smith excavating at Hudson-Meng 

         The setting of the Hudson-Meng site (photo by Larry Todd) 

The Spotted Tail fire plume (USFS 
photo by Jerry Schumacher) 



PCRG Member News 
 
 Although a number of our dedicated members 
joined PCRG projects in 2006, others were not able to 
participate. Here we report ongoing research from our far-
flung compatriots. 
 
My So-So 2006 Archaeology Season 
 During the 2006 season I restricted my archaeo-
logical field work to excavating a poorly stratified Middle 
and Late Prehistoric Period site (EfPl-254) and an historic 
homestead farmyard (EfPl-255) that dates from the 
1890s. The project is situated near the western edge of the 
Northern Plains, within sight of the Rocky Mountains. 
Both sites are located within a low density housing devel-
opment planned along the south rim of the Bow River 
valley near the southeast edge of Calgary. 
 This project was not as challenging as those I 
endured in previous years in the Boreal Forest of north-
eastern Alberta, where biting insects were omnipresent, 
and all-terrain vehicles, GPS devices and two-way radios 
were the required equipment of the day. Perhaps the big-
gest challenge during the 2006 field season was the daily 
half-to-one-hour commute between home and the project 
via the busiest and most accident-prone highways in Cal-
gary. Most of the field help was represented by archae-
ology students from the University of Calgary. 
 We employed a two-stage excavation strategy in 
sampling both sites. By the end of the 2006 field season, 
a total of 280 square meters was sampled at EfPl-254. 
The potential culture-bearing deposits varied between 
roughly 40 and 70 cm in depth. They reflected consider-
able rodent disturbance.  Because of this, and the lack of 
clear stratification, a primary focus of the excavations 
was directed toward identifying cultural components and 
isolating activity areas 
 Thousands of artifacts were recovered and are 
now being catalogued and analyzed. Diagnostic Oxbow, 

McKean, Dun-
can, Pelican 
Lake and Late 
Period side-
notched projec-
tile points sug-
gest EfPl-254 
was sporadi-
cally occupied 
o v e r  s o m e 
5 , 0 0 0 - 6 , 0 0 0 
y ea r s .  T h e 
block excava-

tions resulted in the discovery of activity areas relating to 
stone tool manufacture, bison processing and cooking. 

The absence of tipi rings, which would indicate former 
dwelling spots, may be due to the local lack of naturally 
occurring rock, or they may be present in areas of the site 
that were not sampled. Most of the stone used for tools 
comprised locally available siltstone and quartzite. The 
excavations also yielded a small quantity of imported 
lithics, specifically smoky and opaque black obsidian, 
brown chalcedony and mottled tan chert. 

 
 At the homestead site, an unlined cellar depres-
sion, the farm yard, an ash dump, a refuse dump and a 
small depression were sampled.  According to archival 
records and local informants, the farm yard may have 
been occupied almost continuously from the early 1890s 
until its abandonment in the 1960s when the house was 
burnt to discourage squatters. Analysis of the excavation 
findings has yet to occur. One interesting observation 
made during the excavations was the relatively high inci-
dence of liquor bottles in the refuse dumps. 
 Among the other “archaeological news” I have to 
report from the 2006 season is the publication in the 
Spring 2006 issue of Lithic Technology of my paper on 
the precontact pressure flaking technique, and an invita-
tion to participate with Bruce Bradley and European re-
searchers in a Solutrean lithic technology workshop in 
southwest France in April of 2007. I have already booked 
a return flight to Paris and am eagerly looking forward to 
learning just how superior are the fine flints of southwest 
France to our locally available mudstone, siltstone and 
quartzite. 

—Eugene M. Gryba, Calgary, Alberta 
 

The Trials of Native Gardening 
 Among other things, besides being our first year 
as Midwest Experimental Ethnohorticulture, we learned 
more about the effect of severe storms on native gardens. 
Two storms, with winds in excess of 40 miles per hour, 
tipped over almost every corn plant in the garden—twice.  

      Excavation in progress at EfPl-254, Calgary, Alberta 

A large rock-filled hearth at site EfPl-254 
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Because the corn is hilled it can be tipped back into posi-
tion with just hard work and perseverance. We have done 
this on a number of occasions, but this time there was 
very little time be-
tween storms and 
the corn was full 
grown (beginning 
to pollinate at the 
time of the first 
storm). The two 
storms probably 
reduced yield by 
about 20 percent 
(as always there 
were other compli-
cating factors). This 
we attribute to root 
damage late in the 
season when the 
plants did not have 
sufficient time to 
re-establish all the 
torn roots.  
 We were 
also able to grow 
to maturity some 
Chenopodium ber-
landieri (the wild 
variety because 
the domesticated 
variety is extinct) 
which was a fa-
vorite of gardeners 
even after corn 
was well estab-
lished. It was not 
affected by the 
storms as much as 
the corn and pro-
duced great quan-
tities of seed. It 
also is quite good 
as a green.  

—Wendy Munson-Scullin and Michael Scullin  
Indianola, Iowa 

 
 
Activities at Yellowstone National Park 
 
A New Prehistoric Source for Stone Tools 

In summer 2006, the archeology team revisited 
248 sites to evaluate their current condition. During these 
site visits, we came upon a stone source (48YE728) for 
prehistoric tools whose importance had been previously 

unappreciated. This site is enormous in both its size and 
its potential contribution to major archeological research 
questions in Yellowstone prehistory. With the help of 
aerial photographs and repeated visits to the site, the ar-
cheology team has been assessing the total size of the raw 
material source, and it appears to be more than 2,250,000 
square meters.  

There is evidence of both quarrying and digging 
vein material out of cliffs. The waste material is opaque 
cherts and semi-translucent chalcedonies in a spectrum of 
colors—translucent white, blue, green, purple, orange, 
red, brown, and everything in between. The color of these 
chunks was dramatic, with veins of crystalline material, 
speckles of black or white, or bands of different colors 
running through them. The colors and high quality of the 
raw material will help us revise the interpretation of what 
raw materials were being brought into the park as tools, 
and what was being obtained locally.  

Across the site, evidence of quarrying and manu-
facturing activities is so apparent that a vivid picture of 
prehistoric activity can be imagined.  

The amazing and distinctive colors found at this 
site are recognizable as material previously observed at 
several occupation sites along the Yellowstone River and 
on the south shore of Yellowstone Lake. When I first 
came to Yellowstone in 1995, it was assumed that all 
cherts and chalcedonies were imported into the park. 
Clearly, this site is going to require that we revise our 
ideas about non-obsidian lithic procurement.  
 
Site 24YE353 

The report for site 24YE353 (Malin Creek) was 
completed, documenting four components ranging from 
the Late Prehistoric to Cody Complex. The Cody Com-
plex component has four radiocarbon dates ranging from 
9400-9800 B.P.  Associated with the Cody materials were 
bison, bighorn sheep, beaver or marmot, along with small 
birds showing warm season use of the park. 
 
1877 Nez Perce Sites 

This past summer the park looked for sites asso-
ciated with the 1877 treck through the park by the Nez 
Perce and the U.S. Army. Nez Perce archeologists as-
sisted with the fieldwork. This metal detector-assisted 
inventory identified the location where a group of tourists  
visiting the park were captured, a possible location of a 
fight with other tourists, and camps on both sides of the 
ford on the Yellowstone River. These events have been 
known from historical recollections and journals but their 
specific locations and the archeology associated with 
them have been mysteries. The park expects to begin a 
three year inventory of the entire Nez Perce National His-
toric Trail across the park in FY09. 

—Ann M. Johnson, Yellowstone National Park 
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  Corn plants flattened by the storms 

  Chenopodium berlandieri with seeds 
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PCRG in New Jersey 
 
     The past 12 months marked my third full year in Cape 
May, New Jersey, and tenth year of PCRG membership. 
PCRG activities included major analytic work with the 
Boley and Menoken collections as well as efforts on ma-
terials from Jones Village and Deadwood in South Da-
kota, Hudson-Meng in Nebraska, and, with my wife 
Julie’s help, final curation of vertebrate samples from 
Double Ditch and Fort Clark, North 
Dakota. During 2006, my field efforts 
were limited to an intense 6-day work 
period at Larson Village (described 
elsewhere in this annual report). In 
addition to brief research-related vis-
its to Bismarck, North Dakota, and 
Knoxville, Tennessee, I also traveled 
to Flagstaff in October where I spent 
two weeks working with Stan, Kim 
and Mark on a variety of tasks. 
     Study of 55.7 kg of unmodified 
vertebrate remains from the 2005 Bo-
ley Village investigation was com-
pleted early in 2006. Among other 
results, the analysis suggests a strong 
increase in presence of small artiodac-
tyls and birds, modest increase in bi-
son and medium-small mammals, and 
strong decrease in fish and large 
canids from the earliest (pre-AD 
1650) to latest (post-AD 1650) con-
texts at the site. Comparison of the 
Boley sample with materials from 
generally contemporaneous village 
sites in the Heart River area shows 
some broad similarities but also indicates that vertebrate 
assemblages from each village are in some ways unique. 
Differences and similarities among sites likely reflect 
sampling strategies and an incomplete understanding of 
refuse disposal patterns within each village as much as 
the organization and content of subsistence economies. 
Stan and I also finished a chapter on the modified bone 
and antler from the Boley site. Once again, broad simi-
larities were noted between the assemblage and those 
from nearby village sites. An interesting feature of the 
Boley sample was the recovery of abundant debris from a 
single pit reflecting the manufacture of fishhooks. The 
Boley analyses are included in a final report, PCRG Re-
search Contribution No. 74, issued in August 2006. 
     Considerable effort was also directed toward work 
with the Menoken vertebrate sample. Basic element iden-
tifications were recorded for all unmodified vertebrate 
remains recovered during the 2005 field investigation, a 

sample of ca. 1200 specimens, and these data were com-
bined with data from the 1998 and 1999 excavations 
(PCRG Research Contribution No. 78). Stan and I also 
completed preliminary analysis of the modified bone and 
antler from the 2005 excavation, and I began integrating 
these materials with the modified sample from the earlier 
work. Analysis of both modified and unmodified bone 
materials will be completed in 2007. In conjunction with 
the Menoken project, work also continued with modified 
bone and antler recovered by PCRG member Craig John-

son in 1997 and 1998 from Jones Vil-
lage, in Campbell County, South Da-
kota. Jones Village is roughly contem-
poraneous with Menoken and will 
provide an interesting comparative 
sample in the Menoken analysis. As 
part of this study, I completed exami-
nation of all unmodified bone remains 
looking for fragments of previously 
unrecognized expedient tools, a pro-
ject Stan and I began the previous 
year. 
      Along with PCRG members Rob 
B o z e l l  a n d  W a l t e r  K l i p p e l 
(Department of Anthropology, Uni-
versity of Tennessee-Knoxville), I 
initiated a study of faunal remains 
recovered from selected contexts in 
the historic Chinatown section of 
Deadwood, South Dakota. The site 
was investigated in 2002 by the South 
Dakota State Archaeological Center 
under the direction of archaeologist 
Rose Fosha. The PCRG analysis is 
funded by the South Dakota State 

Historical Society. To date, descriptive work is complete 
for marine and freshwater fish, domestic pig and domestic 
sheep. Additional data has also been collected on turtles, 
small mammals, deer and pronghorn. This work is sched-
uled for completion in 2007. We are particularly anxious 
to compare the Deadwood pig remains with those recov-
ered from the Steamboat Bertrand and studied by Walt 
and myself several years ago.  
     Finally, I completed work with select bone remains 
collected by PCRG at the Hudson-Meng site in 2005. 
Plotted bone specimens were identified and recorded us-
ing a database developed by Larry Todd during his 1991-
1996 investigation of the site. The small 2005 bone sam-
ple consists primarily of bison but also included several 
pieces of small artiodactyl bone – either deer or prong-
horn. This information was included in a report submitted 
to the USDA-Forest Service by Stan in May 2006. 
 

—Carl R. Falk, Cape May, New Jersey 

   Carl at Double Ditch Village in 2005 
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Stan Ahler Honored with Distinguished 
Service Award 
 
     In November, 2006, Stan was honored at the 64th Annual 
Plains Anthropological Conference by members of the 
Plains Anthropological Society when he was given the Dis-
tinguished Service Award. The award was presented by Dr. 
W. Raymond Wood and accepted by Dr. Marvin Kay on 
Stan’s behalf. Dr. Wood generously provided the text of his 
presentation, reproduced below, which will be published in a 
forthcoming issue of the Plains Anthropologist. 
     “Dr. Stanley A. Ahler is a deserving recipient of this 
honor. He has spent a lifetime in pursuit of archaeology, 
during which 
time he has 
made substantial 
and lasting con-
tributions to 
Plains prehis-
tory and to ar-
c h a e o l o g i c a l 
studies in gen-
eral. 
     Stan was 
born in Flor-
ence, Alabama, 
on September 
10, 1943, and 
obtained his 
B.S. at the Uni-
versity of Ten-
nessee-Knoxville in 1967, and his M.A. and Ph.D. at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia in 1970 and 1975. Since 
1973 he has been affiliated with the Illinois State Museum, 
the Midwest Archeological Center, the University of North 
Dakota, and Northern Arizona University. Most recently, he 
has been the director of PCRG, the PaleoCultural Research 
Group in Flagstaff, Arizona, a non-profit research and edu-
cation organization. 
Throughout this time Stan has specialized in interdiscipli-
nary studies in the Great Plains and its borders; he has stud-

ied production 
systems and the 
t e c h n o l o g y , 
functions and 
styles of lithic 
artifacts and 
assemblages ; 
and has applied 
q u a n t i t a t i v e 
methods to the 
analysis and 
interpretation of 
archaeological 

a s s e m -
blages. 

     Beginning his work in the Plains at Rodgers Shelter, Mis-
souri, he continued work at Coalescent Tradition sites in 
South Dakota, and 
soon became enmeshed 
in the prehistory of the 
Middle Missouri Val-
ley, but with time out 
to participate in ar-
chaeological digs at 
Mount Carmel, Israel, 
and in Alaska. Be-
tween 1976 and 1987 
he was responsible for 

directing the 
archaeological 
program at the 
Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site in 
North Dakota, leading to our first real understanding 
of Hidatsa culture history. His numerous other pro-
jects have enlightened us on many aspects of Middle 
Missouri prehistory. 
     His studies in lithic technology are legendary, be-
ginning with his Master’s Thesis, “Projectile Point 
Form and Function at Rodgers Shelter, Missouri.” 
Published in 1971, it became one of the most-cited 
master’s theses in North American archaeology. One 
of the first studies to build on the work of the pioneer-
ing Russian archaeologist S.A. Semenov, it was semi-
nal in its contribution to microscopic use-wear analy-
sis. His recent study of Folsom points also is espe-
cially noteworthy. 
     Stan was one of the first in the Plains to incorpo-

rate geophysical techniques as a routine tool in the investiga-
tion of sites. His keen mind and deductive capabilities mark 
him as conceptually innovative, rigorous in approach, and 
tenacious in work 
habits. He has al-
ways conducted 
himself with integ-
rity and the highest 
professional stan-
dards. His rigorous 
excavation proce-
dures have set 
standard for field-
work in much of 
the Plains. 
     The quality and 
quantity of his re-
ports (invariably submitted on time) are testimony to the 
standards to which he holds himself. Passing on this wis-
dom, he has also served as a mentor and later collaborator to 
promising students. Stanley Ahler has always been an active 
member of the Plains Anthropological Society, and has 
served as secretary to its board. His career in the Plains has 
enriched its prehistory and the profession that we pursue.” 

   Stan at Jones Village (photo by Craig Johnson) 

Stan taking notes at Beacon Island, 2002 

Stan coring at Double Ditch, 2005 

Carl, Julie, and Stan relaxing at Double Ditch 
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Research Contributions of PaleoCultural Research Group 
 

 This is a complete list of PCRG Research Contributions through early 2007. Each contribution is a published 
or unpublished research and/or educational report authored and, in most cases, co-authored by members of PaleoCul-
tural Research Group. PCRG assigned numbers to these documents to provide a permanent record of substantive re-
search generated by members of the organization and to enhance the dissemination of information contained in the 
contributions. Single copies of any listed contribution are available upon request by PCRG members, subject to re-
strictions imposed by copyright laws, at cost for photocopying and shipping .  
 
1. Ahler, Stanley A. 

1997  Field Analysis System for Surface Lithic Artifacts Encountered in the Black Hills Survey Project, Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. Field artifact recording forms and definitions, designed to accompany in-
field training. Submitted to Larry L. Loendorf, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces. 4 pp. 

 
2. Ahler, Stanley A.  

1997  Use-Wear and Functional Analysis of Selected Artifacts from Stewart’s Cattle Guard Site (5AL101), Colo-
rado. Submitted to Margaret A. Jodry, Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C. 41 pp. text, 84 pp. lab forms.   

 
3. Ahler, Stanley A., and Margaret A. Jodry 

1997  Scraper Use-Wear as an Indicator of Folsom Mobility in High-Altitude Southern Colorado. Paper presented 
at the 55th Plains Anthropological Conference, Boulder, Colorado.   

 
4. Feiler, Eric J. 

1998  Analysis of Eleven Packrat Middens Collected From the Rio Grande Riparian Corridor, San Luis Valley, 
Colorado. Submitted to Bureau of Land Management, Alamosa, Colorado, and Rio Grande Restoration, 
Taos, New Mexico. 43 pp.  

 
5. Feiler, Eric J. 

1998  Paleontological, Packrat, and Cave Resources on the Routt National Forest, Colorado. Submitted to Medi-
cine Bow/Routt National Forest, Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 42 pp. + 1 oversize map.   

 
6. Ahler, Stanley A., Kenneth L. Kvamme, W. Raymond Wood, Fern E. Swenson, and Paul R. Picha 

1998  Challenging the Myth: New Investigations at Menoken Indian Village State Historic Site, North Dakota. 
Paper presented at the 56th Plains Anthropological Conference, Bismarck, North Dakota.  

 
7. Johnson, Craig M. 

1997  1997 Archaeological Investigations at the Jones Village Site (39CA3), Campbell County, South Dakota. 
Submitted to Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 10 pp. 

 
8. Johnson, Craig M. 

1998  1998 Archaeological Investigations at the Jones Village Site (39CA3), Campbell County, South Dakota. 
Submitted to Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 10 pp.  

 
9. Johnson, Craig M. 

1999  Cultural Context of Tony Glas. In The Tony Glas Site, 32EM3, edited by W. Raymond Wood, pp. 58-74. 
North Dakota Archaeology: Journal of the North Dakota Archaeological Association, Grand Forks. Vol. 7.  

 
10. Ahler, Stanley A., and Michael D. Metcalf 

2000  Radiocarbon Dating. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 1806, Morton County, 
North Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 85-105. Metcalf Archaeological 
Consultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck. 
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11. Ahler, Stanley A., and Michael D. Metcalf 
2000  Definition of Analytic Units – Site 32MO291. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 

1806, Morton County, North Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 107-115. 
Metcalf Archaeological Consultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation, Bismarck. 

   
12. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2000  Pottery and Related Artifacts. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 1806, Morton 
County, North Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 209-256. Metcalf Archaeo-
logical Consultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, 
Bismarck. 

 
13. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2000  Stone Tools and Flaking Debris. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 1806, Morton 
County, North Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 117-208. Metcalf Archaeo-
logical Consultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, 
Bismarck. 

 
14. Ahler, Stanley A., and Gail Ryser 

2000  Shell Remains. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 1806, Morton County, North 
Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 283-297. Metcalf Archaeological Con-
sultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck. 

 
15. Ahler, Stanley A., Michael D. Metcalf, and Carole L. Graham 

2000  Summary Observations. In Report of Archaeological Investigations Along Highway 1806, Morton County, 
North Dakota, edited by Michael D. Metcalf and Carole L. Graham, pp. 357-368. Metcalf Archaeological 
Consultants, Inc., Eagle, Colorado. Submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck. 

 
16. Falk, Carl R., Darcy F. Morey, and Holmes A. Semken, Jr. 

1999  Preliminary Description of Select Samples of Faunal Remains from the McKinney Site, 13LA1. In Report 
on the McKinney Oneota Village (13LA1) Subsistence Study, edited by R. Eric Hollinger, pp. 94-125. Sub-
mitted to the State Historical Society of Iowa, Ames. A separate volume includes Appendix B (Faunal Data 
Tables B-1 through B-7). 260 pp.  

 
17. Ahler, Stanley A.  

1999 Use-Wear and Functional Analysis of Selected Artifacts from the Martens Site (23SL222), St. Louis County, 
Missouri. Submitted to Julie Morrow, Arkansas Archaeological Survey, Jonesboro, Arkansas, and the 
Greater St. Louis Archaeological Society, St. Louis, Missouri. 24 pp. + 31 pp. Appendices. 

 
18. Feiler, Eric J. 

1999  Field Investigations at the Scattered Village Site (32MO31), Morton County, North Dakota (Draft Report). 
Submitted to City of Mandan, North Dakota, and North Dakota Department of Transportation. 233 pp.   

 
19. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 5 contributing authors 

1999  Interim Report and Work Plan for Continuing Archaeological Studies at Menoken Village State Historic 
Site, 32BL2, Burleigh County, North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, 
Bismarck. 110 pp. 

 
20. Ahler, Stanley A., Julie Morrow, and Toby A. Morrow 

2000  Functional Analysis of Clovis Artifacts from the Martens Site (23SL222), St. Louis County, Missouri.  Cur-
rent Research in the Pleistocene 17:101-103.    

 
21. Ahler, Stanley A., and Phil R. Geib 

2000  Why Flute? Folsom Point Design and Adaptation.  Journal of Archaeological Science 27:799-820.  
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22. Geib, Phil R., and Stanley A. Ahler 

2002  Considerations of Folsom Fluting and Evaluation of Hand Held Indirect Percussion. In Folsom Technology 
and Lifeway, edited by John E. Clark and Michael B. Collins, pp. 249-271. Lithic Technology Special Pub-
lication No. 4. Department of Anthropology, University of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

 
23. Ahler, Stanley A., George C. Frison, and Michael McGonigal 

2002  Folsom and Other Paleoindian Artifacts in the Missouri River Valley, North Dakota. In Folsom Technology 
and Lifeway, edited by John E. Clark and Michael B. Collins, pp. 69-112. Lithic Technology Special Publi-
cation No. 4. Department of Anthropology, University of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

 
24. Ahler, Stanley A., W. Raymond Wood, and Karen Y. Smith 

1999  Menoken Village Project 1999: Overview and Pit House Investigations. Paper presented at the 57th Plains 
Anthropological Conference, Sioux Falls, South Dakota.   

 
25. Stevens, Erin L, and Kenneth L. Kvamme 

1999  Investigation of Geophysical Anomalies at Menoken Indian Village State Historic Site. Paper presented at 
the 57th Plains Anthropological Conference, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

 
26. Ahler, Stanley A., and Kenneth L. Kvamme, with 4 contributing authors 

2000  New Geophysical and Archaeological Investigations at Huff Village State Historic Site (32MO11), Morton 
County, North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 155 pp. 

 
27. Ahler, Stanley A., W. Raymond Wood, Kenneth L. Kvamme, and Carl R. Falk 

2000  New On-Site Interpretive Materials for Huff Village State Historic Site. Submitted to the State Historical 
Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 

 
28. Ahler, Stanley A., and Phil R. Geib 

2002  Why the Folsom Point Was Fluted: Implications from a Particular Technofunctional Explanation. In Folsom 
Technology and Lifeway, edited by John E. Clark and Michael B. Collins, pp. 371-390. Lithic Technology 
Special Publication No. 4. Department of Anthropology, University of Tulsa, Oklahoma.  

 
29. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2000  Use-Wear Evaluation of Five Rock Specimens from the Big Eddy Site (23CE426), Missouri. In The 1999 
Excavations at the Big Eddy Site (23CE426), edited by Neal H. Lopinot, Jack H. Ray, and Michael D. Con-
ner, pp. 230-236. Special Publication No. 3. Center for Archaeological Research, Southwest Missouri State 
University, Springfield.   

 
30. Ahler, Stanley A., Kenneth L. Kvamme, and Jo Ann C. Kvamme 

2000  Summary Report on 2000 Field Investigations at Fort Clark State Historic Site, 32ME2, Mercer County, 
North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck.  45 pp.   

 
31. Ahler, Stanley A. (assembler), with 8 contributing authors 

2000  Draft Report on Field Investigations at Menoken Village State Historic Site, 32BL2, Summer 1999. Submit-
ted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 50 pp. 

 
32. Kvamme, Kenneth L. 

2000  Remote Sensing at Fort Clark Trading Post, Fort Clark State Historic Site, ND. Remote Sensing at Mit-
tutta-hang-kush Village, Fort Clark State Historic Site, ND. Remote Sensing Details at Fort Clark State 
Historic Site, ND. Three poster reports submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck 
by the Department of Anthropology and Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies, University of Arkan-
sas, Fayetteville. Each full color in 11 x 17 inch format.   
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33. Ahler, Stanley A., and Eric J. Feiler  
2000  Second Draft Report Covering Site Description, Background, Fieldwork, Research Design, Lab Methods, 

Data Bases, and Analytic Units for the Scattered Village Project in Mandan, North Dakota. Submitted to 
City of Mandan, North Dakota, and North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck. 233 pp.   

 
34. Feiler, Eric J., and Stanley A. Ahler  

2001  Analysis of Lithic Materials from Sites AZ-P-37-46 and AZ-P-36-83, Wide Ruins Archaeological Project. 
Submitted to Navajo Nation Archaeology Department, Window Rock, Arizona. 92 pp.  

 
35. Feiler, Eric J. 

2001   Assessing Packrat Midden Potential on the Comanche National Grassland. Submitted to Comanche Na-
tional Grassland, La Junta, Colorado. 28 pp.   

 
36. Feiler, Eric J. 

2001   Assessing Packrat Midden Potential on the Pawnee National Grassland. Submitted to Pawnee National 
Grasslands, Fort Collins, Colorado.  24 pp.   

 
37. Ahler, Stanley A., Eric J. Feiler, Kathryn Cruz-Uribe, Robert K. Nickel, and Carl R. Falk 

2001  Plains Village Migration and Enculturation: Scattered Village, North Dakota. Paper presented at the 66th 
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, New Orleans.  

 
38.  Feiler, Eric J. 

2001 Archaeological and Geological Investigations at the Willow Bunker Archaeological Area, Pawnee National 
Grassland, Colorado (1998-1999). Submitted to Pawnee National Grasslands, Fort Collins. 173 pp.   

 
39. Johnson, Craig M. 

 n.d. A Chronology of Middle Missouri Plains Village Sites. Smithsonian Contributions to Anthropology 47. 
Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press, Washington, D.C. (scheduled for publication in 2007)  

 
40.  Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 13 contributing authors 
      2002 Prehistory on First Street NE: The Archaeology of Scattered Village, Mandan, North Dakota.  Submitted to 

the City of Mandan, and the North Dakota Department of Transportation, Bismarck. 691 pp. 
 
41. Feiler, Eric J. 

2001 Archaeological and Geological Investigations at the Willow Bunker Archaeological Area, Pawnee National 
Grassland, Colorado (2000). Submitted to Pawnee National Grasslands, Fort Collins, Colorado. 126 pp. 

 
42. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2001 Analysis of Curated Plains Village Artifact Collections from the Heart, Knife, and Cannonball Regions, 
North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 92 pp.     

 
43. Ahler, Stanley A., and Fern E. Swenson 

2001 Geophysics, Hand Coring, and Behavioral Organization at Double Ditch Village, North Dakota. Paper pre-
sented at the 59th Plains Anthropological Conference, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 
44. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2002 Use-Wear and Functional Analysis of Selected Chipped Stone Artifacts from the Chance Gulch Archaeo-
logical Site, Colorado.  Submitted to Bonnie Pitblado, Western State College, Gunnison, Colorado. 30 pp. 

 
45. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 4 contributing authors 

2002 Fieldwork, Geology, and Early Component Research During 2001-2002 at the Barnes Site, 5LA9187, Pi-
non Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. Submitted to New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, and Direc-
torate of Environmental Compliance and Management, Ft. Carson, Colorado.  157 pp. Published as Fort 
Carson Cultural Resource Management Series, Contribution Number 11. Fort Carson, Colorado.   
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46.  Ahler, Stanley A. 
2002 Microscopic Analysis of Two Incised Stones from the Chance Gulch Archaeological Site, Colorado. Sub-

mitted to Megan O’Banion, Western State College, Gunnison, Colorado. 8 pp.   
 
47.  Timpson, Michael E., and Stanley A. Ahler 

2002  Geomorphic Analysis of Beacon Island, Site 32MN234, Mountrail County, North Dakota.  Submitted to the 
State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 7 pp. 

 
48. Ahler, Stanley A., George Crawford, Michael E. Timpson, and Phil R. Geib 

2002 Preliminary Report on Field Investigations During May 2002 at the Beacon Island Site, 32MN234, Lake 
Sakakawea, Mountrail County, North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, 
Bismarck, and the Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 20 pp. 

 
49.  Ahler, Stanley A., George Crawford, and Michael E. Timpson 

2002 Field Work Report Regarding Test Excavations During September 2002 at an Agate Basin Cultural Compo-
nent in Area A within the Beacon Island Site, 32MN234, Lake Sakakawea, North Dakota.  Submitted to the 
Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 15 pp. 

 
50. Klippel, Walter E., and Carl R. Falk  

2002 Atlantic Cod in the Missouri River: Gadus morhua from the Steamboat Bertrand. Archaeofauna 11:23-44.  
 
51. Ahler, Stanley A., W. Raymond Wood, Fern E. Swenson, George Crawford, and Timothy Reed 
    2003  Dynamics of Settlement Organization at Double (Double) Ditch Village, North Dakota. Paper presented at 

the 68th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 
52. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 15 contributing authors 

2003 Archaeological Investigations at Fort Clark State Historic Site, North Dakota: 1968 through 2003 Studies 
at the Mandan/Arikara Village. Submitted to State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 173 pp. 

 
53. Hunt, William J., Jr. (editor), with 9 contributing authors 

2003 Archaeological Investigations at Fort Clark State Historic Site, North Dakota: 1973 through 2003 Studies 
at the Fort Clark and Primeau Trading Posts. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, 
Bismarck. 434 pp. 

 
54. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 9 contributing authors 

2003 Resurvey and Test Excavations at Beacon Island in Lake Sakakawea, Mountrail County, North Dakota. 
Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 154 pp.  

 
55. Ahler, Stanley A., Phil R. Geib, Fern E. Swenson, and W. Raymond Wood 

2003  Moving Earth, Then and Now, at Double Ditch Village, North Dakota. Paper presented at the 61st Plains 
Anthropological Conference, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

 
56. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 8 contributing authors 

2003 Archaeological Investigations During 2001 and 2002 at Double Ditch State Historic Site, North Dakota. 
Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 280 pp. 

 
57. Ahler, Stanley A., and Fern E. Swenson 

2004 In Ray Wood’s Footsteps: A Chronometric Sojourn at Huff Village.  Paper presented in the symposium 
Honoring W. Raymond Wood’s Legacy: Quaternary Ecology, Archaeology, and Ethnohistory of North 
American’s Heartland at the 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Montreal, 
Quebec. 

 
 
 



Organization Report for 2006          Page 21 

58. Ahler, Stanley A., and Phil R. Geib 
2007  Investigations at Double Ditch Village, A Traditional Mandan Earthlodge Settlement.  In Seeking Our Past: 

An Introduction to North American Archaeology, edited by Sarah W. Neusius and G. Timothy Gross, pp. 
442-451. Oxford University of Press, New York.  

 
59. Ahler, Stanley A. 

2004 Use-Wear and Functional Analysis of Additional Stone Artifacts from the Chance Gulch Archaeological 
Site, Colorado. Submitted to Bonnie Pitblado, Utah State University, Logan. 32 pp. 

 
60. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 8 contributing authors 

2004 Archaeological Investigations During 2003 at Double Ditch State Historic Site, North Dakota. Submitted to 
the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck.  330 pp. 

 
61. Falk, Carl R. 

2004 Animal Remains from the 1985-1986 Investigations. In Central Siouans in the Northeastern Plains: Oneota 
Archaeology and the Blood Run Site, edited by Dale R. Henning and Thomas D. Thiessen, pp. 543-558.  
Plains Anthropologist Memoir 36, Part II.  

 
62. Ahler, Stanley A., Kenneth L. Kvamme, Phil R. Geib, and W. Raymond Wood 

2004 Settlement Change at Double Ditch Village, AD 1450-1785. Paper presented at the 62nd Plains Anthropo-
logical Conference, Billings, Montana.  

 
63. Ahler, Stanley A., Jennie Borresen Lee, and Michael E. Timpson 

2004 Radiocarbon-Dated Agate Basin Archaeology within the Leonard Soil at Beacon Island, Lake Sakakawea, 
North Dakota. American Quaternary Association Program and Abstracts of the 18th Biennial Meeting, pp. 
121-122.Lawrence, Kansas.   

 
64.  Ahler, Stanley A. 

2007 Origins of the Northern Expression of the Middle Missouri Tradition. In Plains Village Archaeology: Bison 
Hunting Farmers of the Central and Northern Plains, edited by Marvin Kay and Stanley A. Ahler, pp. 15-
31. University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City.  

 
65. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 10 contributing authors 

2005 Archaeological Investigations During 2004 at Double Ditch State Historic Site, North Dakota. Submitted to 
the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck.  336 pp. 

 
66. Ahler, Stanley A., Kenneth L. Kvamme, Phil R. Geib, W. Raymond Wood, and Fern E. Swenson 

2005 Double Ditch Village: Three Centuries of Community Change, AD 1450-1785.  Paper presented at the 70th 
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 
67. Mitchell, Mark D., Stanley A. Ahler, Kenneth L. Kvamme, and Fern E. Swenson 

2005 Integrated Geophysical Surveys and Test Excavations Provide New Information on Settlement Plan and 
Chronology for Boley Village, North Dakota. Paper presented at the 63rd Plains Anthropological Confer-
ence, Edmonton, Alberta.   

 
68. Swenson, Fern E., Stanley A. Ahler, and Carl R. Falk 

2005 Recent Investigations at Menoken State Historic Site in Burleigh County, North Dakota. Paper presented at 
the 63rd Plains Anthropological Conference, Edmonton, Alberta. 

 
69.  Mitchell, Mark D., and Stanley A. Ahler 

2005 Summary Progress Report on the 2005 Investigations at the Hudson-Meng Site, Sioux County, Nebraska. 
Submitted to the USDA Forest Service, Nebraska National Forest, Chadron. 5 pp.  
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70. Mitchell, Mark D. 
2005 Excavation Program and Stratigraphy. Prepared for inclusion in a project summary report titled Continuing 

Archaeological Studies During 2005 at the Hudson-Meng Site, 25SX115, Sioux County, Nebraska, edited 
by Stanley A. Ahler and Mark D. Mitchell. Submitted to the USDA Forest Service, Nebraska National For-
est, Chadron. 21 pp.  

   
71.  Johnson, Craig M. 

2007  Jones Village: An Initial Middle Missouri Frontier Settlement. In Plains Village Archaeology: Bison Hunt-
ing Farmers of the Central and Northern Plains, edited by Marvin Kay and Stanley A. Ahler, pp. 41-52. 
University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City.   

 
72. Nickel, Robert K. 

2007  Cultigens and Cultural Traditions in the Middle Missouri. In Plains Village Archaeology: Bison Hunting 
Farmers of the Central and Northern Plains, edited by Marvin Kay and Stanley A. Ahler, pp. 126-136. Uni-
versity of Utah Press, Salt Lake City  

 
73.  Krause, Richard A. 

2007  A Potters Tale. In Plains Village Archaeology: Bison Hunting Farmers of the Central and Northern Plains, 
edited by Marvin Kay and Stanley A. Ahler, pp. 32-40. University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City. 

 
74. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 9 contributing authors 

2006 Geophysical Survey and Test Excavation During 2004 at Boley Village (32MO37), North Dakota. Submit-
ted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 226 pp. 

 
75.  Ahler, Stanley A., with 6 contributing authors 

2006 Final Report on Pre-Field Planning and Fieldwork Under the Save America’s Treasures Grant Program 
for Area A at the Beacon Island Site (32MN234), North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historic Society of 
North Dakota, Bismarck. 30 pp. 

 
76. Ahler, Stanley A., Frederic Sellet, and Stance Hurst  

2006 Field Report Regarding Excavations for Archaeological Mitigation During July and August 2006 at an 
Agate Basin Cultural Component in Area A within the Beacon Island Site, 32MN234, Lake Sakakawea, 
North Dakota. Submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District. 92 pp. 

 
77. Spurr, Kimberly, Robert K. Nickel, and Stanley A. Ahler 

 2007 Remote Sensing Investigations in 2006 at Area A of Beacon Island, Lake Sakakawea, Montrail County, 
North Dakota. Submitted to the State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 49 pp. 

 
78. Ahler, Stanley A. (editor), with 15 contributing authors 

 2003 Archaeology at Menoken Village, a Fortified Late Plains Woodland Community in Central North Dakota. 
Submitted to the State Historic Society of North Dakota, Bismarck. 578 pp. 

 
 
 

Panoramic view of the Hudson-Meng site, Nebraska (photo by Mark Mitchell) 
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PCRG Member Directory 
 
Supporting Members 
 
Jerry R. Baker  2811 SE 22nd St., Unit 1310, Des Moines, IA 50320; jeroba@msn.com 
Dennis M. Carley  1520 Foxglenn, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
Eva C. Lord Cook  16404 W. 126th Terrace, Olathe, KS 66062-1132; sherds01@yahoo.com 
Steven DeVore  100 Centennial Mall North, Rm 474, Lincoln, NE 68508; steve_de_vore@nps.gov 
Jack N. Fenner  256 Sundance Ln. #522, Laramie, WY 82072; fennerj@uwyo.edu 
David H. Nelson  1822 16th Avenue West, Williston, ND 58801  
Kermit O. Nordsven 630 94th Ave. SW, Halliday, ND 58636 
Roger Parsells  Box 43, Black Hawk, SD 57718  
Laurinda W. Porter  39205 Oak Dr., Browerville, MN 56438; rporter@rea-alp.com 
Kay Sargent  12840 SE 40th Ct., #B-14, Bellevue, WA 98006  
Thomas D. Thiessen 1832 Holdrege Road, Pleasant Dale, NE 68423-9032 
Joseph A. Tiffany  429 N. 24th St., La Crosse, WI 54601; tiffany.jose@uwlax.edu 
Lisa Westwood  1235 Neal Dow Avenue, Chico, CA 95926; lisawestwood@sbcglobal.net 
Nancy Wilson  21632 S. 1st Rd., Beatrice, NE 68310; nwilson@diodecom.net 
 
Participating Members 
 
Aaron Barth  912 W. Saint Benedict Dr., Bismarck, ND; 58505  
Bill Billeck  2455 Flint Hill Road, Vienna, VA 22181  
Norman Bowers  P.O. Box 2073, Lewiston, ID 83501; bowersn@moscow.com 
Rob Bozell  805 South 18th Street, Apt. 5, Lincoln, NE 68508; jbozell@neb.rr.com 
Bobby Braly  1905 Jefferson Ave., Knoxville, TN 37917  
Carl & Sharman Cawood 3981 N. Luzern Circle, Flagstaff, AZ 86004  
Patrick J. Collison  2303 Burleigh, Yankton, SD 57078; pjcent@iw.net 
Peter Condon  4600 Driver Lane, El Paso, TX 79903; clovis_10@yahoo.com 

John O. Ross, 1925-2006 
 
 We are saddened to report that longtime PCRG member John Ross passed away on March 8, 2006, at his 
home in Steamboat Springs, Colorado. In his early career, John worked in the Chicago area in sales and manage-
ment and successfully managed a family dairy farm. John moved his family to Denver in 1970 and settled in Steam-
boat Springs in 1972, where he worked in real estate and was active in the business community. John retired from 
business in 1995 but continued an active lifestyle. John loved outdoor activities and had a keen interest in archae-
ology. He became a certified avocational archaeologist through the Colorado Archaeological Society and assisted 
the US Forest Service on various site surveys and excavations. John and his wife Boo traveled extensively in the 
Southwest pursuing their interests in archaeology and Native American cultures. John is survived by his wife, Eliza-
beth (Boo), four children, and six grandchildren.  
 Eric Feiler, who worked with John perhaps more than any other PCRG member, writes: When I first heard 
that John had passed away I was deeply saddened. John had worked on several projects with me, some as the only 
volunteer among the crew, and I have many fond memories of my time working with him. I first met John when he 
came to the Willow Bunker site as a Forest Service PIT volunteer. That week-long project was extraordinary, not 
because of what we found, but because of the camaraderie among the crew. I have extremely fond memories of hav-
ing an elegant wild-mushroom alfredo pasta dinner with John and Boo on the (very) windswept prairie, drinking 
boxed white wine and watching the sun go down. John was back the next season at Willow Bunker (before anyone 
else), distributing his enthusiasm and pasta dinners equally. 
 Over the next few years I worked with John on several projects. We looked at a site on Rabbit Ears Pass 
where he had found a beautiful quartzite blade; we worked together digging up unbelievable Clovis artifacts in 
Texas; he and Boo agreed to follow me around the rugged and remote “Picket Wire” canyon in eastern Colorado 
and, believe it or not, look for mounds of packrat poop (they volunteered—really). During all these excursions 
John’s enthusiasm never lapsed, and he and Boo became my good friends.  
 Last week I received correspondence from a long-lost colleague. Both of us had known John and worked 
with him. In fact, she noted that John had been working in her office as a volunteer on collections right up to his 
final days. I will miss John, but I will always honor his enthusiasm, friendship, and perseverance. 
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John S. Craig  4100 Vitae Springs Rd., Salem, OR 97306; jscraigrcr@wvi.com 
David Deforest  6706 State Road J, Fulton, MO 65251  
James Donohue  P O Box 1257, Rapid City, SD 57702; jim.donohue@state.sd.us 
Boyce N. Driskell  Dept. of Anthropology, University of Tennessee, 250 S. Stadium Hall, Knoxville, TN 37996  
Elijah C. Ellerbusch 5612 S. Briscoe Circle, Knoxville, TN 37912  
Orval D. Elliott  1916 Washington, Hot Springs, SD 57747  
Richard Faflak  Box 674, Aberdeen, SD 57401; faflakr@northern.edu 
Carl R. Falk  402 Chatham Drive, Cape May, NJ 08204; crfalk@dandy.net 
Eric J. Feiler  P.O.Box 1468, Boulder, UT 84716; eandmfeiler@hotmail.com 
Michael R. Fosha  3710 W. St. Louis, Rapid City, SD 57702  
Cherie D. Freeman  9018 E. Calle Norlo, Tucson, AZ 85710; cheriefre@earthlink.net 
Crystal J. Frey  2850 East Biggs Road, Ashland, MO 65010; cedarbluff@socket.net 
Robert M. Gardner  PO Box 3618, Moraga, CA 94575; bgardner@stmarys-ca.edu 
Phil R. Geib  1601 Tijeras NE, Apt. 30, Albuquerque, NM 87106; phil.geib@nau.edu 
Jennifer Glennon  3101 N. Fort Valley Road, Flagstaff, AZ 86001  
J. Bennett Graham  117 Dana Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830; jbgraham@tva.gov 
Eugene Gryba  1-6404 4A Street NE, Calgary, AB  T2K-5M9; grybaem@telusplanet.net 
Dale R. Henning  59 Monte Alto Road, Santa Fe, NM 87508; dalehenning@newmexico.com 
Keri S. Hicks  803 Bordeaux St., Chadron, NE 69337; adakeri@gpcom.net 
Kacy L. Hollenback Haury Bldg. #30, Tucson, AZ 85721; kacy@email.arizona.edu 
David Jensen  1335 54th Ave. SW, Hazen, ND 58545; david_and_ruby_j@hotmail.com 
Ann Johnson  P O Box 710, Mammoth, WY 82190; ann_johnson@nps.gov 
Craig M. Johnson  4032 Deerwood Place, Eagan, MN 55122-1836; craig.johnson@dot.state.mn.us 
Marvin Kay  Department of Anthropology, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR 72701; mkay@uark.edu 
Ruthann Knudson  3021 Fourth Ave. S., Great Falls, MT 59405-3329  
Richard & Michael Krause 4809 Northwood Lake Drive West, Northport, AL 35473  
Ken & JoAnn Kvamme 1982 Greenview Drive, Fayetteville, AR 72701; kkvamme@uark.edu 
Peter Leach  7703 Wise Ave #1-E, St. Louis, MO 63117; pleach@brick.net 
Craig & Jennie B. Lee 1590 Garfield Ave., Unit F, Louisville, CO 80027; craig.lee@colorado.edu  
Philippe D. LeTourneau 6227 34th Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98115; plet@unm.edu 
Terri L. Liestman  31574 Black Widow Way, Conifer, CO 80433-3600; tliestman@fs.fed.us 
Jonathan C. Lohse  7808 Bellewood, Houston, TX 77055  
Edward J. Lueck  2032 S. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105; elueck@augie.edu 
Edward Maixner  496 Fillmore St., Herndon, VA 20170  
Mike J. McGonigal  4811 Homer Road, Jonesville, MI 49250; sgeorge517@sbcglobal.net 
Mark Mitchell  7772 Everett Way, Arvada, CO 80005; Mark.Mitchell@Colorado.EDU 
John P. Moret, Jr.  297 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 55102-1811; john.moret@dot.state.mn.us 
Jerome J. Morrow  1315 15th St., Baraboo, WI 53913-3325  
Mark P. Muniz  1102 Killian Blvd. SE, St. Cloud, MN 56304; mpmuniz@stcloudstate.edu 
Wendy S. Munson-Scullin P O Box 392, Indianola, IA 50125-0392  
Robert K. Nickel  2508 Washington Street, Lincoln, NE 68502; cn03810@alltel.net 
Diane Nielsen  7318 S. 41st St., Bellevue, NE 68147; dianeknielsen@cs.com 
Harlan F. Olson  45667 197th St., Arlington, SD 57212  
Mark & Pam Owens 277 Turf Trail Place, Fountain, CO 80817; smkowens@hotmail.com 
Don Owens  9990 Heritage Park Trail, Peyton, CO 80831; owkra@msn.com 
Dennis Peebles  PO Box 2124, Flagstaff, AZ 86003  
Paul R. Picha  P O Box 1582, Bismarck, ND 58502-1582; ppicha@state.nd.us 
Bonnie Pitblado  Utah State University, 0730 Old Main Hill, Logan, UT 84322-0730; bpitblado@hass.usu.edu 
David  Purcell  175 N. Pawnee Drive, Flagstaff, AZ 86001; dpurcell@infomagic.net 
Lauren W. Ritterbush 204 Waters Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506; lritterb@ksu.edu 
Elizabeth Ross  1900 Anglers Drive, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 
Raphael Scott  Box 1381, Boulder, UT 84716; skybluesrevisited@yahoo.com 
Michael Scullin  P O Box 392, Indianola, IA 50125-0392; michael.scullin@mnsu.edu 
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